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What should I already know? 
 Where the South American continent is. 

Maya Civilisation 

 

 
Location of the Maya Civilisation 
 
 

                       Maya Stela   Chak the rain God 

 
 
 
 
Maya art 
 
                                                                                                                                 Chichen Itza  

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

 Discuss the world of the Ancient Maya people, how their 
civilisation developed, and eventually exploring the theories 
about the down fall of this civilisation. 

 Discuss the different cultural elements, including their art and 
design. 

 Look at the way the Maya people built their temples and the art 
and design these included.  

 Look at how their architecture and building skill developed their 
temples. 

 Discuss how they created the first ball game and how this has 
developed into modern day sports. 

 Discuss the Maya inventions, traditions and beliefs, and how 
these relate to modern day. 

Useful Website links 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw – Maya civilisation Bitesize clips 
 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Maya-people –Maya civilisation 
 https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/civil/maya/mmc09eng.html –Maya timeline 
 https://www.ducksters.com/history/aztec_maya_inca.php – Maya Civilisation information 
 https://www.diffen.com/difference/Aztecs_vs_Mayas – comparison of Aztec and Maya society 
 https://www.realmofhistory.com/2019/09/30/major-Maya-gods-goddesses/ -Maya Gods/Goddesses 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Maya-people
https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/civil/maya/mmc09eng.html
https://www.ducksters.com/history/aztec_maya_inca.php
https://www.diffen.com/difference/Aztecs_vs_Mayans
https://www.realmofhistory.com/2019/09/30/major-mayan-gods-goddesses/
https://www.diffen.com/difference/Image:Maya-civilization-map.png


 
 

 

Vocabulary 

Ancient Maya The Maya civilization was a Mesoamerican civilization developed by the Maya peoples 

BCE/BC Before Common Era or Before Christ. 

CE/AD Common Era/ Anno Domini – The Year of our Lord 

Mesoamerica  The area that the Maya civilisation was, it was part of modern day Mexico and Central America. 

Tikal /Yax Mutal A Major Maya city that flourished from 300 to 850 CE. 

Palenque Palenque, also anciently known as Lakamha, was a Maya city state in southern Mexico that flourished in the 7th century. 

Chichen Itza A complex of Maya ruins that was a major Maya city and is one of the new seven wonders of the world. 

Ahau or Ahaw The main king or lord of a Maya city-state. 

Itzamna The main god of the Maya, Itzamna was the god of fire who created the Earth. 

Ix Chel 
 

The Maya Moon Goddess 

Chak God of Rain and war 

Huipil A traditional garment worn by Maya women. 

mural A painting or other art work done directly onto a wall. 

Ceramics pots and other articles made from clay hardened by heat 

Haab' The Maya solar calendar that was used to measure time and had 365 days. 

Maize A central American plant that has grains (corn or sweetcorn) on a cob. 

Beans An edible seed that bears beans in pods. 

Squash An edible gourd, the flesh can be eaten as a vegetable. 

Cacoa Seeds from a tropical tree from which Cocoa, cocoa butter and chocolate is made. 

Architecture The art or practice in designing or constructing buildings 

Pyramids Pyramid shape with steps and a flat top where the temple would usually be placed. 

Temples A building devoted to God or Gods. 

Palaces A grand residence home to a royal resident or head of state. 

Plazas A public square or market place. 

Limestone A hard sedimentary rock used as a building material. 

stela  a large tall stone slab covered with carvings and writing 


