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What should I already know? 

 China is an Asian country. 
 There were ancient civilisations that lived a long 

time ago 

Shang Dynasty 

oracle bones 

Cheng Tang was the first King of the 
Shang Dynasty, for more than 17 years. 
While leader, he made many smart 
men officials to help fix his 
government, he also gave the poor 
special gold coins so they could buy 
back their children they had had to sell 
during times of poverty. 

 

Wu Ding was the 23rd king of the 
Shang dynasty and lived around 1200 
BCE. Ruling for 59 years, he 
demonstrated concern for the people 
while respecting and recruiting 
virtuous and capable people for his 
administration, paving the way for the 
heyday of the Shang dynasty 

 

Fu Hao or Lady Hao, posthumous 
temple name Mu Xin, was one of 
the many wives of King Wu Ding of 
the Shang dynasty and, very 
unusually for China but not for that 
time, also served as a military 
general and high priestess.  

 

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

 Look at Ancient China, especially the Shang dynasty, 
discuss their culture, beliefs and traditions. 

 Discuss the inventions by the Shang Dynasty, and how 
these are still in use in the modern world. 

 Compare maps of China then and now and how other 
civilisations lived in the area that is modern day China too. 

 Discuss the evolution of modern writing through oracle 
bones. 

 Look at the timeline of the Shang Dynasty, picking out 
major events and rulers. 

 Discuss how modern day China was formed after the 
Shang Dynasty and how China has impacted on the 
modern day world. 

Useful Website links 

 https://www.ancient.eu/Shang_Dynasty/- Shang Dynasty and timeline 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z39j2hv/articles/zsr9gdm - Fu Hao information 
 https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/shang_dynasty.php -The Shang Dynasty 
 http://www.chinaknowledge.de/History/Myth/shang-tech.html Shang inventions 
 http://www.ancient-chinese-dynasties-facts.com/Chinese-Shang-Dynasty-Facts/Shang-Dynasty-Religion-Facts.html Shang religion 
 https://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/architecture/history.htm Chinese architecture 
 https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/how-shang-invented-story-of-china/how-shang-invented-story-of-china/ Chinese writing 

https://www.ancient.eu/Shang_Dynasty/-
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z39j2hv/articles/zsr9gdm
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/shang_dynasty.php
http://www.chinaknowledge.de/History/Myth/shang-tech.html
http://www.ancient-chinese-dynasties-facts.com/Chinese-Shang-Dynasty-Facts/Shang-Dynasty-Religion-Facts.html
https://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/architecture/history.htm
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/how-shang-invented-story-of-china/how-shang-invented-story-of-china/


 
 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

Shang Dynsaty The imperial Dynasty ruling China from around the 18th to 12th Century BCE. 

BCE/BC Before Common Era or Before Christ. 

CE/AD Common Era/ Anno Domini – The Year of our Lord 

Anyan City/ Yin Modern day city/ Capital of the Shang Dynasty 

Emperor A name for a King 

Gods/ Deities Worshipped by the Shang Dynasty 

Cheng Tang Cheng Tang, recorded on oracle bones as Da Yi, was the first king of the Shang dynasty in Chinese history. 

Wu Ding Leader of the Shang Dynasty for 58 years, he was liked by his people and enlarged his kingdom. 

Fu Hao 
One of Wu Dings many wives, but one of his favourites. She became priestess and great warrior, having her own separate tomb that wsa 
discovered in 1976. 

General An officer of the highest rank 

Priest/ Priestess A sacred leader that performs rituals. 

Tomb A large vault typically underground used to bury the dead. 

mural A painting or other art work done directly onto a wall. 

Ceramics pots and other articles made from clay hardened by heat 

Inventions Something created or made up 

Chariot A two wheel vehicle drawn by horses used in ancient times for war or racing. 

Bronze casting Melting bronze metal into a mould to create an object 

Oracle bones Bones used in ancient China for Divination and writing historical events. 

Divination The practice of seeking the future by fortune telling 

Chopsticks Two sticks used to eat 

Shang Di 
The greatest ancestor and deity who controlled victory in battle, harvest, the fate of the capital, and the weather. 
 

Architecture The art or practice in designing or constructing buildings 

Temples A building devoted to God or Gods. 

Palaces A grand residence home to a royal resident or head of state. 

Great Wall of China A great wall built by several dynasties to protect China from invasion. 13,171 miles long in total. 



 
 

 


